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Please note:
Enrolment will be made through ESSARPs web page. If you have enrolled for a course and will not be able to attend a single session or the
whole course, please advise at the Centre as soon as possible. Please ensure a prompt start by planning to arrive in advance of the beginning
of the session.

D1234 - Webinar - Affectively Excessive? A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee
Williams. Cambridge IGCSE Literature in English for Exams in 2026

Dates: 08 & 15 May from 17:30 hs. to 19:00 hs. - 2026
Venue: Distance
Sessions: 2 Minimum attendance for certificates:2 Vacancies per school: 5
For: Language and Literature secondary school teachers

Please enrol before: 2026, May 5th

Facilitator(s): Martha Patricia De Cunto
She holds a Master of Arts in Literary Linguistics from the University of Nottingham, UK. She is
pursuing a Master's Degree in Cultural Studies at UNR (Universidad Nacional de Rosario). She has
been a lecturer in American Literature, Children's Literature, YAL Literature and Introduction to
Literary Studies at I.E.S. Lenguas Vivas "Juan Ramón Fernández". She has also taught Creative
Writing at ISP “Joaquín V. González”. She has been a teacher of Language and Literature in several
schools in Buenos Aires for more than 30 years. She has been an International Baccalaureate
examiner since 2013.

Objectives: A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams, a realistic and expressionistic Post War American play,
focuses in on the dramatic tension between Blanche DuBois, a faded belle of the Old South who has become
a destitute and is trying to survive in an increasingly pragmatic urbanized world, and Stanley Kowalski, a
working-class laborer of Polish descent married to Blanche’s sister. The play challenges the students to
discover the social, economic and cultural rifts between the characters and assess their behaviors and
linguistic exchanges. The play lends itself well to an analysis of the multiplicity of interpretations about
society’s values, their effects on the individuals and social relationships. The webinar will discuss the main
characters’ emotions, their relationship to space and time and their external and inner conflicts. It will deal with
different levels of analysis: linguistic, thematic, psychological, sociocultural and mythic. It will focus on clusters
of images and theatrical devices.

Contents: 1) Main conflicts and themes 
2) Cultural elements and contextual features 
3) Brutal, direct language vs. polite language 
4) Narratives of self and others 
5) Key rhetorical figures and symbolic elements 
6) Genre: tragicomedy, theatre of excess and cruelty. The grotesque 
7) Emotionalization of space 
8) Analysis of characters’ emotions and their effects on reality assessment 
9) The use of stage directions and the role of the narrator in those directions
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Methodology: The facilitator will present the contents and use excerpts from the play for analysis. Participants will work on
questions for Paper 2 and Paper 3 exam practice.
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